
Seminar Paper and Conference-style Presentation

PART I
Your final paper is a 18-20 page piece of writing that poses an interpretive analysis of one 
or more of the primary texts we’ve read this semester. While the structure and content of 
your seminar paper is really up to you, you should look to the secondary work we’ve read 
during the semester or journal articles you’ve read in developing your topic as models for 
how to write a longer academic piece. 

• Your piece should make a clear and complex argument within the first page or so. 
Arguments for longer papers are often more than one sentence. Rather, compose a solid 
paragraph that explains your argument and lists what the reader will learn in the order 
they will learn it. Then, as you transition from one part of your argument to the next 
within the paper, return to those phrases you used in the introduction to signpost your 
logical development along the way. Tip: Kristin Bluemel’s article on suburbs does this 
especially well. 

• Your piece should privilege close attention to your primary text(s), while providing the 
necessary contexts to comprehend your interpretation of the primary text(s). In other 
words, don’t spend two pages detailing the long complex history of Nigerian exports to 
explicate one line of Emecheta’s novel. However, you may include footnotes to draw out 
contexts that don’t fit fully into the essay, but that are relevant to your text. 

• Your piece should have a works cited page that lists only the sources you’ve cited. 

• Your piece should have a title that employs important key words. 

For tips on writing longer essays, I highly recommend Eric Hayot’s The Elements of 
Academic Style: Writing for the Humanities (2014).

PART II
Your conference-style presentation offers you the chance to present part of your project as 
you would at a conference. Conference presentations are typically 15 minutes. You should 
prepare your presentation in advance and practice delivering it. One Times New Roman 
12 pt double spaced page reads at about 2 minutes, so your presentation will consist of 
about 6-7 pages of written material. You may include a visual presentation, if desired, 
though not required. We’ll hold a Q&A session after each panel, giving you opportunity to 
work out problems in your logic, expand upon your readings, and discuss development 
ideas. 

Final Paper Due on Saturday, December 10th at 9am. 

Dr. Sarah E. Cornish | ENG 629: 20th Century British Literature | Fall 2016

https://www.amazon.com/Elements-Academic-Style-Writing-Humanities/dp/0231168012
https://www.amazon.com/Elements-Academic-Style-Writing-Humanities/dp/0231168012
https://www.amazon.com/Elements-Academic-Style-Writing-Humanities/dp/0231168012
https://www.amazon.com/Elements-Academic-Style-Writing-Humanities/dp/0231168012

